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The Gospel of Luke

The importunate friend Lk 11:5-13
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight
and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my house
from a journey and I have nothing to oﬀer him,’ and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother
me; the door has already been locked and my children and I are already in bed. I cannot get up
to give you anything.’ I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves because of their
friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence.
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be opened. What father among you would hand his son a snake
when he asks for a fish? Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you then, who are
wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven
give the holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

The importunate widow Lk 18:1-8
“Then he told them a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without
becoming weary. He said, “There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor
respected any human being. And a widow in that town used to come to him and say, ‘Render a
just decision for me against my adversary.’ For a long time the judge was unwilling, but
eventually he thought, ‘While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being,
because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally
come and strike me.’” The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. Will not
God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he be
slow to answer them? I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Pharisee and Tax Collector Lk 18:9-14
He then addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own
righteousness and despised everyone else. “Two people went up to the temple area to pray;
one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee took up his position and
spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity—
greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, and I pay
tithes on my whole income.’ But the tax collector stood oﬀ at a distance and would not even
raise his eyes to heaven but beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’ I
tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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Prayer in Christian Life
2558 “Great is the mystery of the faith!” The Church professes this mystery in the Apostles’
Creed (Part One) and celebrates it in the sacramental liturgy (Part Two). so that the life of the
faithful may be conformed to Christ in the Holy Spirit to the glory of God the Father (Part
Three). This mystery, then, requires that the faithful believe in it, that they celebrate it, and that
they live from it in a vital and personal relationship with the living and true God. This
relationship is prayer.
WHAT IS PRAYER?
For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, it is a
cry of recognition and of love, embracing both trial and joy.
-St. Therese of Lisieux

Prayer as God’s Gift
2559 “Prayer is the raising of one’s mind and heart to God or the requesting of good things
from God.” But when we pray, do we speak from the height of our pride and will, or “out of the
depths” of a humble and contrite heart? He who humbles himself will be exalted; humility is the
foundation of prayer. Only when we humbly acknowledge that “we do not know how to pray as
we ought,” are we ready to receive freely the gift of prayer. “Man is a beggar before
God.” (2613, 2763)”
2560 “If you knew the gift of God!” The wonder of prayer is revealed beside the well where
we come seeking water: there, Christ comes to meet every human being. It is he who first
seeks us and asks us for a drink. Jesus thirsts; his asking arises from the depths of God’s
desire for us. Whether we realize it or not, prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. God
thirsts that we may thirst for him.
2561 “You would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” Paradoxically
our prayer of petition is a response to the plea of the living God: “They have forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters, and hewn out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold
no water!” Prayer is the response of faith to the free promise of salvation and also a response
of love to the thirst of the only Son of God.

The Lord’s prayer
2759 Jesus “was praying at a certain place, and when he ceased, one of his disciples said to
him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’” In response to this request the Lord
entrusts to his disciples and to his Church the fundamental Christian prayer. St. Luke presents
a brief text of five petitions, while St. Matthew gives a more developed version of seven
petitions. The liturgical tradition of the Church has retained St. Matthew’s text:
See Also:
• The Ending of the Lord’s Prayer (2760)
• Universal Call to Prayer (2566-2567)
• Three parables of prayer (2613)

• Five types of prayer (2626-2643)
• Tradition of prayer (2650-2651)
• Life of prayer (2697-2699)

Page 2

